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PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR NEW IBERIA PLANNING COMMISSION HELD 
ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2016 AT 5:30 P.M., IN THE CITY COUNCIL ROOM AT 
CITY HALL, NEW IBERIA, LOUISIANA.   
 
Ken Boudreaux, Chairman; called the meeting to order and asked for a Call of the 
Roll, and a quorum was determined:  Members Present:  Ken Boudreaux, George 
Allen, Jr., Keith Laperouse, Edwina Bell, Pat Wells, Michael Cormier, Absent: Lloyd 
Verret.  Also, present Jane Braud, Planning & Zoning Director.  
 
MINUTES: Pat Wells offered a motion, seconded by Edwina Bell and unanimously 
carried to approve the minutes of May 4, 2016.  Yeas: Keith Laperouse, George Allen, 
Jr., Edwina Bell, Pat Wells, Michael Cormier; Nays:  None.  Absent: Lloyd Verret.  
 
MOTION:  As there were no items on the Planning Commission’s agenda, Michael 
Cormier offered a motion, seconded by Keith Laperouse and unanimously carried, “To 
close the June 1st meeting of the New Iberia Planning Commission.  Yeas: Keith 
Laperouse, George Allen, Jr., Edwina Bell, Pat Wells, Michael Cormier; Nays:  None.  
Absent: Lloyd Verret. 
 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR NEW IBERIA ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD 
ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2016 AT 5:30 P.M., IN THE CITY COUNCIL ROOM AT 
CITY HALL, NEW IBERIA, LOUISIANA. 
 
Ken Boudreaux, Chairman; called the meeting to order and asked for a Call of the 
Roll, and a quorum was determined:  Members Present:  Ken Boudreaux, Keith 
Laperouse, George Allen, Jr., Edwina Bell, Pat Wells, Michael Cormier, Absent: Lloyd 
Verret.  Also, present Jane Braud, Planning & Zoning Director.  
 
MINUTES: Michael Cormier offered a motion, seconded by Edwina Bell and 
unanimously carried to approve the minutes of May 4, 2016.  Yeas: Keith Laperouse, 
George Allen, Jr., Edwina Bell, Pat Wells, Michael Cormier; Nays:  None.  Absent: Lloyd 
Verret.  
 
DOCKET #1 (ADVERTISED ITEM): 100 Dale Street – Adam Fontenot, tenant and 
Leroy Williams, owner to review a request for a Special Use/Conditional Use Permit for 
100 E. Dale St. to operate a drive-through crawfish stand.  No formal application was 
filed nor fee paid.  The advertisement was based on a verbal conversation with Mr. 
Fontenot stating his intention to apply and an earlier conversation with Mr. Williams, 
owner. No one appeared to speak on behalf of this request. 
 
MOTION: Pat Wells offered a motion, seconded by Michael Cormier and unanimously 
carried, “To remove this item from the agenda.” Yeas: Keith Laperouse, George Allen, 
Jr., Edwina Bell, Pat Wells, Michael Cormier; Nays:  None.  Absent: Lloyd Verret.  
 
DOCKET #2 (ADVERTISED ITEM): A written request by Councilman Raymond Lewis, 
District 5 for revisions to the New Iberia Code of Ordinances, Appendix-A Zoning as 
follows: 
CNI Code of Ordinances 
Appendix-A Zoning 
Article III, Schedule of District Regulations Adopted 
Section 3.5 R-3 residential district 

(4)  mobile homes (permitted by Special Use/Conditional Use Permit in R-3 
district only) with approval from the Zoning Commission as follows: 

a. Pre-application meeting.  The applicant for this permit will meet with the 
planning staff prior to submitting a formal application. 

b. Filing the application.  A completed application must be submitted to 
the Department of Planning by the tenth (10th) day of the month prior to the 
regular meeting of the New Iberia Zoning Commission.  The application must be 
accompanied by a filing fee of $250.00 
c. Application requirements: 

i. An application form completed and signed by the property owner(s). 
ii. Proof of ownership.  The application must be filed by the property 

owner. If the property is leased, the owner must file the application on behalf of 
the Lessee, as the permit will be granted only to the property owner.  In an 
owner/buyer relationship, the owner must file the application on behalf of 
himself and the buyer.  If approved, the permit will be issued to the buyer once 
the “Act of Sale” is recorded at the Iberia Parish Clerk of Court’s office, and a 
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copy of the recordation is on file with the City of New Iberia’s Planning 
Department. 

iii. Letters of support and/or a petition signed by the adjoining property 
owners supporting this request. 

iv. A Certification of Inspection approval from the Certified Building 
Official, City of New Iberia. 

v. Proper skirting or landscaping is required around the perimeter of the 
mobile home.  A sketch or photo of the proposed skirting and/or landscaping 
shall be part of the application. 
d. Review process.  The planning staff will present a staff report to the Zoning 
Commission.  The commission will hold a public hearing at which time the 
applicant and any other interested parties may testify for or against the request 
for a permit. 

i.  In case the New Iberia Zoning Commission grants approval, this 
approval shall be final and not forwarded to the new Iberia Board of Trustees. 

ii. In case the New Iberia Zoning Commission denies the request, the 
applicant may appeal to the New Iberia Board of Trustees, who has the power to 
overrule such denial by a recorded vote of not less than two-thirds of its entire 
membership. 

 
CNI Code of Ordinances 

 Appendix-A Zoning 
 Article IX. USES ALLOWABLE BY SPECIAL PERMIT 

Section 9.3 Permits by planning and zoning commission by special 
use/conditional use. 

(a) Delete - (this section shall not apply to manufactured homes or 
mobile homes). 

 
CNI Code of Ordinances 
Appendix-A Zoning 
Article XIV.  Service Fee Schedule 

 Insert – Mobile Homes (R-3 Districts Only) by Special Permit…$250.00 
 
Ms. Braud referred Commission members to their packets, which included the 
proposed process to apply for a Special Use/Conditional Use Permit to move a mobile 
home onto a vacant lot. She explained that an applicant would apply through the 
Planning & Zoning Department; then come before the Zoning Commission in public 
hearing.  The Commission would make the final decision and unless the applicant was 
denied and wished to appeal, that they could do so to the New Iberia Board of 
Trustees. 
 
Commission members asked for dates in the past when this agenda item was re-
visited in public hearing.  Ms. Braud stated that the original change to remove (mobile 
homes) as a permitted use inside the city was on 03.01.2006; then re-viewed again on 
10.22.08 and 06.05.13.  Tonight would be the third time re-visited and members 
wanted to know what was different this time.  Ms. Braud referred members to a three-
page listing (2014 – 2015) of non-compliant properties where the city was cutting 
grass, picking up trash and handling property standards issues.  The list includes 95 
vacant lots currently located within the R-3 zoning district.  
 
Councilmember Raymond Lewis who’s been in support of re-instating mobile homes as 
a permitted use, filed the application primarily based on these figures, and stated that 
giving people the opportunity to purchase and occupy these vacant lots on which to 
place a mobile home, with certain restrictions would be a benefit to the city.  A color 
city map depicting the R-3 zoned areas throughout the city presented to the 
Commission. 
 
When asked if there were any other opportunities to purchase and use these lots, Ms. 
Braud responded to a question by a Commission member.  She replied that an owner 
could now move a modular home, build a home or move a house onto a lot. She 
continued by saying that if a (non-conforming) mobile home exists on a lot in the city, 
it can be replaced within six months of moving or demolishing it, still maintain its 
(non-conforming) status. If the proposed ordinance change is adopted, then only the 
owner of the land could apply to place a mobile home on his lot for himself or a family-
member and not for rental purposes.  Commission member Cormier stated that 
according to the proposed ordinance change, the Building Official would inspect the 
mobile home prior to it moved onto a lot; however, his question was concerning how 
would that process take place if the mobile home were coming from another city. Ms. 
Braud stated that she would need to check with the Building Official. 
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A discussion ensued relative to the reason for the original ordinance change.  A 
Commission member replied by saying, at the time there were too many neglected and 
unmaintained mobile homes throughout the city; and the city was forced to demolish 
many.  At this time, it was determined that something needed to put in place so this 
would not re-occur. It was the consensus that to reinstate the ordinance would be a 
setback in what has been established, because there are other alternatives in place. 
 
Commission member Laperouse added that when the ordinance was first introduced, 
the amount of dilapidated mobile homes perhaps left over from hurricane damage and 
just left to deteriorate further were causing damage and a lowering property values in 
the surrounding neighborhoods.  He continued by saying that mobile homes are more 
manageable in mobile home parks because there are usually rules that apply if the 
property is not well kept.  Mr. Laperouse described a mobile home, similar to a vehicle 
and a boat as a (moveable).  Built on a chassis, moved in on wheels it is unable to 
sustain strong winds during hurricanes and depreciates at a faster pace.  A traditional 
home appreciates over time, if kept up is worth more in value in later years. A mobile 
home, unlike a traditional home goes down in value, and if placed in an area with 
traditional homes, its value will affect the surroundings. 
 
Chairman Boudreaux asked if anyone were present to speak on behalf of this request 
or in opposition; and no one appeared. 
 
MOTION:  Keith Laperouse offered a motion, seconded by Michael Cormier and 
unanimously carried, “to deny amendments to the City of New Iberia Code of 
Ordinances, Appendix-A – Zoning relative to Articles III Schedule of District 
Regulations Adopted, Sec. 3.5 Residential District 3.501. Permitted Uses R-3; Article 
IX. Uses Allowable by Special Permit; and Article XIV, Service Fee Schedule. Yeas: 
Keith Laperouse, George Allen, Jr., Edwina Bell, Pat Wells, Michael Cormier; Nays:  
None.  Absent: Lloyd Verret.  
 
MOTION:  Edwina Bell offered a motion to adjourn the Zoning Commission meeting of 
June 1, 2016; seconded by George Allen and unanimous carried. 
 
s/Jane H. Braud, Director – Department of Planning & Zoning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


